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Myall Coast Week of Golf 2018 Report 

Dates: Feb 05 to Feb 09 

Venue: Hawks Nest Golf Club 

Tournament Director: Bob Macklinshaw 

Representative: Ian Vidler 

Format: Tuesday and Thursday Stableford 

 Monday & Friday Irish 4Ball and Medley 4Ball 

With a total of 1123 players for the week, 289 of them visitors from 75 clubs from as far afield as 

Albury, Warren and Townsville, under the management of the unflappable Tournament Director Bob 

Macklinshaw, his very active committee, and supported by an army of volunteers on the course and 

in the club house, this must be one of the most popular tournaments in the NSWVGA calendar. Add 

to this an extremely well presented, easy - walking golf course and you have a formula for an 

excellent Week of Golf for Veterans. It certainly sets the bar very high for Weeks of Golf to follow. 

This Week of Golf, the first event of the year, is extremely popular among clubs in the 

Newcastle/Central Coast area but it is gaining in popularity, as the numbers indicate, and should you 

wish to be considered for 2019 event I suggest you contact the Tournament Director immediately. 

Following a busy Registration afternoon on Sunday, part of which was a sausage sizzle, play 

commenced early Monday morning, (thank goodness for Daylight Saving time) and for the 

remainder of the week was conducted in warm, humid conditions with a light southerly wind for two 

days and a light nor easterly for two days. Playing conditions were ideal and the scoring would 

indicate that most players enjoyed the conditions. 

The presentation evening, held on Thursday night, was attended by 330 diners who enjoyed a 

quality three course meal. Trophies were presented quickly and efficiently giving everyone the 

opportunity to pack the dance floor while enjoying the music presented by a two piece band. 

My Congratulations go to Bob Macklinshaw, his Committee and the many volunteers for their efforts 

in making this a most successful week and I feel certain their efforts are appreciated by, not only the 

visiting golfers, but also the Hawks Nest Golf Club Board of Directors. There are few events in 

NSWVGA Calendar which can boast the numbers of this week. Finally, to the Green Staff who were 

out preparing the course late in the afternoons and again early in the mornings, we, the visiting 

golfers, appreciate your efforts. 

Ian Vidler 

President NSWVGA  

 

 
 



SHOALHAVEN WEEK OF GOLF - 2018 
 

The Mid South Coast Golfers Association hosted the Shoalhaven Week of Golf with 131 of a 
full field of 132 comprising competitors [75 men and 56 ladies]. The late withdrawals of 
some 15 players created some difficulties. Many were for health reasons. The organising 
committee is reviewing its cancelation policy. However there was an increase in the overall 
field with the return of some regular competitors in addition to a number of first timers. 
This is primarily credited to the decision to go to shotgun starts. Local [from the 9 MSCVGA 
clubs] numbers made up a third of the field with many playing for the first time. Prizes 
were well spread, thanks to Guide Line 2 adherence and the ability of locals to win all 
prizes was much appreciated. There is now no discrimination between locals and visitors. 
Equal value prize money [vouchers] was given to both men and women. 55 individual 
players received a prize. 
 
Competitors seem pleased with the free drink carts and lunches at each course. So for the 
entry fee you got the lot. They were also given a ball each day they played. This reduced 
the need for a ball run down and had minimal impact on cost. 

 
The four courses, ST Georges Basin, Shoalhaven Heads, Nowra and Worrigee Links were in 
great condition and much better than might have been expected due to the extreme dry 
conditions being experienced in the area. The courses were well set up for veteran golfers. 
A Tournament such as this is only as good as the hospitality provided by the host clubs and 
the efforts of organizers or workers behind the scene. Mid South Coast Veteran Golfers, 
Members and Ladies gave freely of their time each day to make the tournament a success. 
 
This year saw a further change in the organisation of the week with coordination of the 
week being managed by one of the Clubs [Worrigee] who also provided the Tournament 
Director. Plus the establishment of a WOG website which will be developed further in future 
years. It is estimated that approximately 50 % of the entries were via the site. A dedicated 
email address also proved helpful. Individual Clubs managing the day events provide 
representatives to the organising committee. It is intended that this approach will be 
continued and that the lead responsibility will rotate between participating Clubs. The next 
Club [Shoalhaven Heads] learning from its predecessors. So far it is off to a good start.   
 
There was a major change to the weekly program with a change to Shotgun starts and the 
ditching of a formal Presentation Dinner. The dinner was replaced by two less formal lunch 
events. One after the completion of the 36 Hole Mid South Coast trophy on day 2. The 
second on day 3 after the NSW trophy [18 Hole] event. This was generally successful 
although the total commitment to Guide Line No2 resulted in a lengthy number crunch on 
the Thursday. They are already working on a solution to ensure both the intent of the Guide 
Line and an acceptable time to crunch can be satisfied. 

 
Accommodation Facilities, Caravan Parks and Business’ within the region again benefitted 
from the influx of many veteran golfers. 
 
Results etc will be posted on the NSWVGA website. 
 

 
Stuart Dossetor 
NSWVGA Representative 
24 February 2018 

  



ILLAWARRA VETERANS WEEK OF GOLF 2018 – 20 Feb to 24 Feb 2018 

A very successful week of golf starting at The Links Shell Cove on Monday followed by Jamberoo on 

Tuesday, 4ball event at The Vale (Russell Vale) on Wednesday, Port Kembla on Thursday and 

finishing at Wollongong on Friday. Wollongong members put on a BBQ after the Friday game 

(shotgun start) keeping players there for the presentation. 

The only real blemish was a storm and downpour on Monday afternoon causing disruption to play 

and a number of withdrawals. 

Numbers were up on last year with 141 entrants from 59 Clubs. There were 91 men and 50 women. 

The largest field was 129 at Port Kembla. There were three grades for men and two for women. 

Earlier discussions at the Group Committee suggested that the cause of the low numbers in 2017 

was that in cycling the four single stableford days over the six courses both Wollongong and Port 

Kembla were ‘rested’ and we needed to have at least one of those courses played each year. 

Tournament Director Chris Goodwin has revised the future schedule to eliminate this apparent 

problem. 

Prizes were allocated as per  the guidelines with Friday standing on its own. The major sponsor was 

Shellharbour City Council which was represented by a Councillor at the presentation dinner. 

Tournament Director Chris Goodwin did an excellent job but in his situation it is a one man band. 

Individual Clubs organised their own days with pre start coffee and tea and other goodies but linking 

it all together fell to Chris on his own. 

Presentation night was again at Dapto Leagues Club which was well attended and appeared to be 

enjioyed by all attending. Very few of the prize winners were unable to attend. 

A successful week of golf. 

 

 

Lance Fredericks 

Councillor, NSWVGA 
 

 

35th BLUE MOUNTAINS WEEK OF GOLF 

COURSES ADVERTISED. 

• Wentworth Falls 

• Leura 

• Blackheath  

• Lithgow. Moved to Springwood due to drought affected condition of course. 



TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR. 

Godfrey Lucas 

Godfrey has been the Tournament Director for about the last 8 years but announced that 2018 

would be his last year as Tournament Director. 

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 2019. 

Richard Ledden-Cooper, President of Blue Mountains Veteran Golfers Association, has 

undertaken to take over from Godfrey Lucas as Tournament Director. 

The only contact for Richard is via email: bmvga.president@gmail.com as he neither has a 

home or mobile telephone number. 

ENTRIES 

The numbers at this tournament have been decreasing for a number of years. Approximately 

fifty males and 23 female players were entered to play two or more days. 

Sixty one were entered at Wentworth Falls, 53 at Leura, 54 at Blackheath and 27 for the 

fourball which was moved from Lithgow to Springwood. 

Due to the extremely wet conditions that existed at Wentworth Falls on the Monday only 27 

very brave veterans played.  One has to feel sorry for Tournament Directors when such wet 

conditions prevail, particularly when there was a drought in the months prior. 

According to Godfrey numbers have been falling over the past few years with between 80 and 

90 entered in 2017 and about 120 in 2016. 

Whilst I was not able to play in the tournament I attended Leura a spoke to a number of the 

players after they completed their rounds.  As the field was small and they hit off at 15-minute 

intervals, the field was very spread out. 

COMMENT. 

The Executive of Group 20 have had some limited discussions to see what they can do to 

promote this event in 2019 through their members by giving some incentive such as a Group 20 

members trophy.  Further discussions will have to take place firstly within Group 20 and then 

with the 2019 Tournament Director. 

Whilst the fields have been dwindling those spoken to at Leura and at the Presentation Dinner 

were keen for the tournament to continue and indicated their intention of entering in 2019. 

PRESENTATION DINNER 

I attended the dinner, which was held at Blackheath, with my wife.  Excellent meal and 

presentation but unfortunately numbers were very small, 26 in total. 

mailto:bmvga.president@gmail.com


AWARDING OF TROPHIES. 

Godfrey announced that as it was a requirement of NSWVGA that players could only win one 

major trophy. 

Winners of the 36 NSWVGA trophy were awarded no other first placed trophy but could take a 

2nd or 3rd placed daily trophy.  For example, Kerry Gardiner from Gundagai won the Ladies event 

at Leura and was able to take 2nd prize at Blackheath. 

MAJOR WINNERS. 

The winners were decided by taking the best 2 scores of 3 possible rounds. 

Mens: Paul Atkins (Wyong) 73 points from Ed Kitchiner (Springwood) 71 points. 

Ladies: Sharon Blake (Kiama) 71 points from Susan Miller (Camden) 65 points. 

For a full list of all winners check out website of Australian Senior Golfer and click on 

appropriate box.  Photograph of winners also on web site. 

STATISTICS. 

Visitors from Glenmore, Kiama, Leonay, St. Georges Basin, Port Macquarie, Taree, Gundagai, 

Shelly Beach, Antill Park, Camden, Wyong, Nelson Bay, Tamworth, Forster Tuncurry, Bexley and 

Bathurst. 

Total entries approximately 73 (50 male and 23 female). 

Day 1 Wentworth Falls – 27 played (Men 13 visitors, 10 locals – Women 4 visitors) 

Day 2 Leura – 53 played (Men 28 visitors, 7 locals – Women 11 visitors & 7 locals) 

Day 3 Blackheath – 54 played (Men 26 visitors, 16 locals – Women 10 visitors & 2 locals) 

Les Knox 

Vice President 

 

 



CITY OF ORANGE VETERANS GOLF CLASSIC - 12/03/18 to 16/03/18 

 

A successful week of golf using the three courses in Orange with great weather – fresh nights and 

warm days. The very dry summer in the region has left its effect on the courses. 

 

Numbers were solid with 135 men and 109 women entered of which less than 20% were locals. 

There were three grades for both men and women. The NSWVGA Trophy was played for at 

Duntryleague Club – Men on Monday and Women on Thursday. A 54 hole event was played across 

the three courses. Prizes were allocated in accordance with the guidelines. A major sponsor was 

Orange City Council which was represented by the Mayor at the Presentation Dinner. 

 

Tournament Director David Gunner did a great job with good support from his committee. 

 

The Presentation Dinner was held at the Orange Ex Servicemens Club on the Thursday night with 

280 people in attendance. The tournament sponsors were represented and participated in the 

awarding of prizes. 

 

In my opinion, a very successful week of golf. 

 

Lance Fredericks 

Councillor, NSWVGA 

 

 
 



NSWVGA WEEK OF GOLF REPORT 

 

DATES  19th-23rd March 2018 

 

VENUE Muswellbrook 

 

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR  Bruce Robinson 

 

GOLF CLUB REPRESENTATION 

 

WEATHER  Monday-Tuesday , fine and hot 

     Thursday washed out 

             Friday fine but  overcast    

REPORT 

Very hot conditions welcomed over 100 veterans to a well prepared golf course that is 

in the middle of drought. Preferred lies were in play on the fairways but the greens 

were excellent. The green staff must be congratulated on the course presentation. 

The hospitality of the Upper Hunter Veterans ,the fellowship and camaraderie of the 

Veterans  was evident right from the start of the week  commencing with Registration 

on the Sunday. 

Bruce Robinson and his committee are to be congratulated on this Tournament's 

presentation . It ran smoothly and with the event of rain changes were introduced and 

notified quickly. Unfortunately Thursday was washed out because of heavy rain and 

greens being under water. 

The presentation lunch went ahead on Thursday,  at which the 36 hole event winners 

were presented along with the 18 hole winners. 

Fridays event was changed to the NSWVGA Trophy Day. The winners were as 

follows: 

In all  a very good week with plenty of positive feedback from players. 

John Daley 

NSWVGA Councillor 

Denman, Cabramatta, Ocean Shores, Leura, Port Kembla, Singleton, Wyong, Moree, Yamba, Camden,
Woodburn/Evans Heads, Penrith, Waratah, Muree, Wingham, Narrabri, Sugar Valley, Sawtell, Bayview,
Kurri Kurri, Coffs Harbour, Ballina, Merriwa, Georges River, Berisfield Ladies, Charlestown,

NSW : Aberdeen, Muswellbrook, Branxton, Bankstown, Murrurundi ,Mereweather, Taree, Nelsons Bay,

QLD : Redland Bay, Boonah, McLeod Country Club, Windaroo Lakes.

VIC : Pakenham SA : TPI Veterans.

NSWVGA Men's Winner's
1st Emil. Battista 41 points [Muswellbrook] 2nd Ross. Jones 39 points C/B  [Waratah]

NSWVGA Ladies Winner's
1st Debbie. Squires 34 points [ Denman] 2nd Christine Smith 31 points C/B [Murrurundi]

 



 



This prestigious event was held on three of the top courses in Western Sydney , with great weather 

conditions & courses in excellent condition. That the event ran smoothly is a great tribute to T/Director 

Les Knox & his team of good assistants from Western Sydney Veteran Golfers Association. 

The luncheon on the final day featured a smorgasbord lunch & great camaraderie among players at 

Stonecutter’s Ridge Golf Club & presentations were conducted smoothly & efficiently. In summary, a 

great tournament & being on the Golf NSW Senior Order of Merit , enhances it’s status & should be on 

all our Veteran Golfer’s calendar. 

Len Payne, 

NSWVGA Secretary     

 


