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As we began to live with Covid, mother nature dealt us a blow that has never been seen in a 

lifetime. Our deepest sympathy goes to all Veteran Golfers, families and their Clubs, 

displaced by horrific floods experienced in February – March this year, a lot of those that had 

flood insurance are still frustratingly dealing with Insurance Companies and those that didn’t 

are left picking up the pieces. And as this is being written, Mother Nature is impacting the 

same way on the Lachlan River and the Central West. 

 

Our Association is strong with Group 14 having 18 Affiliated Clubs with over 2100 Veteran 

members. Our regional area stretches from Coolangatta Tweed Heads in the North to Grafton 

in the South; Woodenbong in the West to Yamba in the East and 14 other Clubs in between. 

Each Club holds a dedicated Veterans’ Open Day, with the date being set at our AGM each 

November. Veterans travel to each and enjoy the Golf (Single Stableford Medley), Lunch and 

the Camaraderie. 

 

Our Program was severely disrupted this year with many Open Days having to be cancelled 

due to wet weather and waterlogged courses rendering them unplayable. The Executive did 

their very best to reschedule all washed out days but unfortunately some rescheduled events 

had to be cancelled. To this end, some Clubs have not held an Open Day for 3 years due 

firstly to Covid and then the wet weather. In total, we had set down, or rescheduled 24 

Veteran Open Days, only to have 10 games playable this year. 

 

A special thanks go to the Secretary and Treasurers of those Clubs that had to postpone or 

cancel Open Days and for seamlessly completing entries and refunding fees to Clubs and 

your own members. 

 

Despite the above scenario, NRVGA was able to hold the Inaugural Masters 

Championship, which, although being scheduled for June, was eventually played in mid-

October. To be eligible to play, certain criteria must be met. Players must be 70yrs or Over as 

at 1st June, in the participating year, and must have played in a minimum of 3 NRVGA 

Veteran Open Days in the preceding 12 months. The concept is very exciting with an overall 

Champion coming from 3 Age Categories (80 and Over, 75-79yrs and 70-74yrs) and played 

on 9-hole courses on the Northern Rivers, Coraki, Kyogle and Woodburn Evans Head on a 

yearly rotation basis. The Event was played at Kyogle this year. - Coraki next year. 

Congratulations to Rick Wagner from Lismore who is the Overall Masters Champion and 

75-79yrs Age Champion. John Robinson Snr from Woodburn Evans Head won the 80yrs 

and Over Age Category. The 70-74 Age Champion was Grant Tait from Coraki 
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Veronique Morgan and John Carlton from Maclean were our 4BBB Champions played at 

Mullumbimby this year. Again, qualifying criteria must be met with both players having to 

be affiliated members of NRVGA and from the same Club and also having to play 3 Veteran 

Open Days. This Event is played on five 18Hole Courses on a yearly rotation basis. 

 

Our Individual Champions, with the Events being played at Ocean Shores this year (Ballina, 

Casino and Byron Bay being the other 18Hole Courses on a yearly rotation), are as follows. 

 Frank Knudson from Ballina is our 2022 Stroke Champion  
 Dinny Mandalis from Ocean Shores is Nett Champion 2022 
 Simeon Tinsley from Mullumbimby is our Stableford Winner 2022 
 
Secretary, Ray Kent, kept a digital record of all players who played at the various Veteran 
Open Days that were held. Points were awarded on a 15 down to one-point basis for the 
first 15 place-getters in each field. A further 3 points were given to all participating Veterans 
on the day. The Accumulated Points were tallied at the end of our Year’s Open Day Program 
and a Winner and Runner-Up received a Medal and Voucher. The Medals represent Points 
awarded for Participation, Ability and Consistency. Our Medal Winners for 2022 were Rick 
Wagner from Lismore and Runner-Up, Peter Lake from Mullumbimby. 
 
At our recent AGM, John Lowe from Lismore was returned unopposed as President. Ray 
Kent from Murwillumbah was returned unopposed as Secretary / Treasurer. There were 
new faces elected to our Executive this year 2023 – Grant Evans from Coolangatta Tweed 
Heads was elected as Vice President North and Rod Ellis from Maclean was elected as 
Vice President South. 
 
Our two Councillors to NSWVGA, John Daley from Grafton and Peter Taylor from 
Mullumbimby, were officially endorsed as nominations for Vice President and Councillor 
positions on the NSWVGA Executive Council 2023. They are both worthy candidates. 
       
Our Affiliated Clubs would like to thank NSWVGA for the financial support given to Group 14 
over the past five years with the Grass Roots level Scheme. Approximately $6,500.00 has 
been forwarded to the Northern Rivers Clubs over this period. The $25.00 Vouchers to 
NRVGA Clubs based on every 50 Veteran Members (or part thereof) have been played for 
and awarded to their Veteran Members in varying ways. Some Clubs held a special “Sponsor 
Day” and these Vouchers were included. Some gave the Vouchers as extra prizes in their 
weekly competitions, while others did Card Draws for non-winning players. 
 
Our Association is in a very strong position with Membership and Funds. We have a very 
good Executive Committee which, with support from the 18 Affiliated Veteran Clubs 
conduct a Golfing Program which meets our “Commitment of providing an organisation for 
the promotion of Veteran Golf in the Northern Rivers area of NSW for the enjoyment and 
camaraderie of its Members”. 
 
NRVGA wish NSWVGA and all affiliated Members the very best for the Festive Season and 
the Golfing Season in 2023. Stay healthy and active and enjoy your Golf. 
 
Ray Kent … Secretary, and John Lowe … President NRVGA Group 14 
21 November 2022 


