
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary’s Report to 2022 NRVGA Annual General Meeting … 18 November 2022 
 
As one Secretary wrote to me “Floodus Annus Horribilus”. It is obvious, the Weather Gods 
are certainly not Golfers. 
I succinctly concur with our President’s statement of the hardship and life-changing 
experiences that the 2022 weather events have caused. Hopefully, 2023 will prove to be 
better for everyone. 
 
I have enjoyed my year as your Secretary / Treasurer and have ensured that, by effort, the 
NRVGA remains a strong and enduring Golfing Association in NSW. 
 
2022 Golfing Program … 
At times this year, the unpredictability of the weather meant postponements and 
cancellations to our Golfing Program. There were 24 attempts to conduct a Veteran Open 
Day with only 10 being successful. This meant a lot of last-minute cancellations and 
headache material for Secretaries and Treasures in ensuring that monies were returned. I 
sincerely ’Thank’ all of you for your effort. This weather uncertainty had an effect on 
numbers nominating and attending our NRVGA Events. Soaring petrol prices certainly 
contributed to attendance. 
 
Medal Point Score … 
I decided to alter the way Points were allocated for our Medal Winners this year. I 
introduced points being awarded for the first 15 place-getters, with 1st receiving 15pts, 2nd 
receiving 14pts and so on to the 15th player receiving one point. All players who turned up 
to play received 3 points. I felt that this Point Award System recognised Participation (3pts 
for attending), Ability (Extra 15pts down to One point for coming in the first 15 places) and 
Consistency (being placed in the top 15 places over numerous Open days). I felt that the 
original Point System certainly awarded Participation and Ability – BUT not Consistency. It 
was far easier to accumulate points if you attended every Vet Open Day. 
I went back and awarded the “old point system” to the Top 10 Accumulated Scores and 
found that the New Point System certainly rewarded Consistency and Ability with 
Participation in each Open Day providing a good base of points. 
 
The medal recipients this year were … First … Rick Wagner (Lismore) with 66pts and 
Runner-Up … Peter Lake (Mullumbimby) with 64pts. Coming third on 60pts was Rod Wade 
(Ocean Shores) 
 
Congratulations to our Medal Winners 

 



NRVGA Championships … 
 
Masters … (held at Kyogle - 18 October) 
This inaugural Event, with assisted ongoing sponsorship from Sacred Earth Funerals at 
Coraki, was a success. Although we did not get the expected full field, the Event augers well 
for future years. 
The sponsorship from Sacred Earth Funerals provided the extra funds to allow Age Category 
Winners and Runners-Up. 
Having a good Golfing year, Rick Wagner (Lismore) became the Inaugural Overall Masters 
Winner and also the 75-79yrs Age Champion with 37pts. Overall Masters Runner-Up was 
Garry Brown (Coraki) with 36pts. Garry was also Runner -Up in the 75-79yrs Age Category. 
In the 80yrs+ Category … John Robinson Snr (Woodburn Evans Head) with 25pts 
In the 70-74yrs Age Category, the winner was Grant Tait (Coraki) with 35pts c/b, from John 
Coster (Lismore) with 35pts 
 
Individual Championships … (held Ocean Shores – 3 November) 
2022 Champion … Frank Knudson (Ballina) (H/c 12) with 82 Gross 
2022 Runner-Up … Tom Debolt (Mullumbimby) (H/c 11) with 89 Gross 
 
2022 Nett Champion … Dinny Mandalis (Ocean Shores) (H/c 24) with 71 Nett 
2022 Nett Runner-Up … Bruce Melville (Pottsville) H/c 22) with 75 Nett 
 
Stableford Winner … Simeon Tinsley (Mullumbimby) (H/c 20) with 37pts 
Stableford Runner-Up … Veronique Morgan (Maclean) (H/c 19) with 36pts 
 
4BBB Championships … (held Mullumbimby – 7 November) 
2022 4BBB Champions … Veronique Morgan (H/c 16) and John Carlton (H/c 3) from 
 Maclean with 45pts c/b 
2022 4BBB Runners-Up … Bill Nichols (H/c 27) and Jon Jenkins (H/c) from Ocean Shores 
 with 45pts 
 
Congratulations to our Champions and Runners-Up in each of the above Events and 
Categories. Each will receive an Embroidered NRVGA Shirt with their Name, Club and 
Achievement on it 
 
Some Data I would like to share with you …  

• I paid $11,290.00 to NSWVGA in Affiliation Fees. This represented 2258 NRVGA 
Veterans 

• There are at least 181 Veterans, 80years or older, playing in our Veteran Open Days. 
Obviously, there are more playing just at their own Club and do not travel. 

• In the Masters Event, there were 106 players who were eligible to play in the Event, 
having qualified by playing in 3 Veteran Open Days from I July 2021 to the date of 
the Masters 18 October 2022 … 73 (70-74yrs), 25 (75-79yrs) and 8 (80yrs +) 

• In the Individual and 4BBB Championships, there were 174 Veterans who qualified to 
play the 2 Games required for eligibility from the 10 Vet Open Days played in 2022 

 



Hopefully, with the weather on our side and a full Vet Open Day Program operating, there 
will be more Veterans who qualify with eligibility and nominate to play the Championships. 
The Championships represents the culmination of our Program and meets our commitment 
of providing an organisation for the promotion of Veteran Golf in the Northern Rivers area 
of NSW for the enjoyment and camaraderie of its members. 
 
NSWVGA News … 

• At this year’s AGM, NSWVGA will elect a new President. Whoever is elected has 
mighty big shoes to fill as Ian Vidler was a proud, passionate and knowledgeable 
leader. His leadership will be sadly missed. 

• Grass Roots Scheme … This year was the last of the $25.00 Vouchers / Funds 
distributed to the Veteran Groups across the State. Over the last five years our 
Group 14 has been given with approximately $6,500.00 to share amongst the 18 
Clubs based on $25.00 for each 50 members or part there of at the chosen point in 
time in that given year. I thank NSWVGA for giving something back to the Clubs over 
this time. The Vouchers were used in different ways from Club to Club with your Vet 
Members being the recipient of a Voucher. Some Clubs gave extra $25.00 Prizes; 
some did draws for non-winners: some played for a Voucher on a designated 
“Sponsor Day” 

• Those Clubs who host a Week Of Golf no longer are required to pay a $2.00 levy back 
to NSWVGA. All Veterans who play in a Week Of Golf must be a financial member of 
NSWVGA even if they come from Queensland, Victoria etc. 

• There will be no increase in Affiliation Fees payable to NSWVGA this year – which 
means NRVGA Affiliation Fees will remain at $7.50 per player. 

 
Treasurer’s Report … 
As Treasurer, I kept an Electronic Financial Cash Book for the period 28 September 2021 to 
27 September 2022. This has been Audited by our Internal Auditor, Peter Hamilton, along 
with the Association’s Financial Report 2022. Peter has Certified the Report as a true and 
fair view of NRVGA Income and Payments as stated on pages 1 and 2 of the Financial 
Report. 
A profit of $3,545.85 was achieved in 2022. 
There is $6,000.00 in an ANZ Term Deposit and a Closing Balance of $11,394.29 in the ANZ 
Bank Account as at Statement 383 dated 27 September 2022 
The Association is in a very good financial position to support 2023 Veteran Program Year 
 
In General Business … 
I, along with John, would like to lead a healthy discussion with Delegates on the format, 
operational procedure and financial viability of our Veteran Open Day Program for 2023. 
We look forward to the discussion and outcomes. 
 
In Closing, I would like to sincerely “Thank” the Secretaries and Contact Personnel who run 
and organise Veteran Golf at the Club Level. I know what is involved and I appreciate your 
co-operation when it is requested.  
Looking forward to a great year next year. All the best for Christmas and the New Year. 
Come back revitalised. 
Ray Kent … NRVGA Secretary / Treasurer 


